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Mount Kilimanjaro,
Umbwe Route,
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Tanzania

B E S T  F O R
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Steep Direct
Kilimanjaro
Route

Overview

Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days with Serengeti Wild Tours and follow one of the steepest,
most direct, and most adventurous trails on Mount Kilimanjaro. The Umbwe Route starts on the
southern side of the mountain and rises quickly through dense rainforest, narrow ridges, and
dramatic valleys before joining the Southern Circuit near Barranco Camp. This route is quieter
than many popular Kilimanjaro trails, but it is physically demanding and best suited for fit trekkers
with strong preparation.

Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days is a good choice for climbers who want a serious
mountain challenge, scenic wilderness, and a faster approach to the upper mountain. The
itinerary passes Umbwe Cave, Barranco Wall, Karanga Valley, Barafu Camp, Uhuru Peak, and
Mweka Gate, giving you a complete Kilimanjaro experience in a compact six-day schedule.
Because the route gains altitude quickly, steady pacing, hydration, rest, and guide support are
very important.
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With Serengeti Wild Tours, this Kilimanjaro trekking package includes professional mountain
guides, porters, a cook, camping equipment, meals on the mountain, drinking water, park fees,
rescue fees, airport transfers, and safety support. Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days is
recommended for experienced hikers, active travelers, and adventure seekers who want a less
crowded route with a powerful sense of wilderness and a rewarding summit push to Uhuru Peak.

Highlights

Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days on

a steep, direct, and adventurous trail to

Uhuru Peak

Start from Umbwe Gate and trek through

dense montane rainforest to Umbwe Cave

Camp

Follow the dramatic Umbwe ridge with

fewer crowds on the lower mountain

sections

Join the Southern Circuit through Barranco

Camp, Karanga Valley, and Barafu Camp

Climb the Barranco Wall and enjoy strong

views across Kilimanjaro’s southern slopes

Make the summit attempt from Barafu Camp

to Uhuru Peak at 5,895 meters

Descend through Mweka Camp and finish at

Mweka Gate with summit certificate collection

Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days with

professional guides, camping support, meals,

park fees, and mountain safety equipment

Inclusions & Exclusions







INCLUSIONS

Private transport from the hotel to the park

gate and return transfer after the climb

Pickup and drop-off to the airport

Qualified medical guides

Professional mountain guides, assistant

guides, porters, and cook

Salaries for guides, cook, and porters

All Kilimanjaro National Park entry fees

All camping fees

Accommodation before and after the climb

Kilimanjaro National Park certificate for

successful summit attempt

Rescue fees

Government taxes

Breakfast, lunch, dinner, and hot drinks on

the mountain

Evacuation services

Three fresh meals daily on the mountain

Hot drinks and hot water for washing on

the mountain

Quality spacious tents, sleeping mats,

camping tables, camping chairs, and mess

tent

Supplementary portable oxygen and

complete first aid kit for emergencies

Pulse oximeter checks carried by chief

guides

Three to four liters of treated drinking

water per climber daily during the climb

EXCLUSIONS

Items of a personal nature

Portable toilet at USD 150

Tanzania entry visa

International and domestic flights

Tips for guides, assistant guides, cook, and

porters

Personal hiking and trekking gear

Travel insurance

Snacks and personal medicine

Laundry

Optional tours or safari extensions

Personal expenses and souvenirs



Itinerary

Day 1

Day 1: Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days from Moshi to
Umbwe Cave Camp

Meals: Lunch, Dinner | Accommodation: Umbwe Cave Camp

Your Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days adventure begins with a morning transfer from Moshi
to Umbwe Gate for Kilimanjaro National Park registration and permit formalities. After meeting the
mountain crew, start the trek through thick montane forest where the trail can be steep, wet, and
muddy. This first day immediately shows the wild character of Umbwe as the path climbs along a
narrow ridge between deep valleys. The pace is controlled carefully so your body can begin
adjusting to the mountain. You arrive at Umbwe Cave Camp for dinner and your first overnight on
Kilimanjaro. The route covers about 9.6 kilometers and usually takes 6 to 8 hours, rising from
around 1,651 meters to 2,944 meters.

ACCOMMODATION

Umbwe Cave Camp
ACCOMMODATION IMAGE

—

Day 2
Day 2: Umbwe Cave Camp to Barranco Camp

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner | Accommodation: Barranco Camp

After breakfast, continue climbing along the Umbwe ridge as the forest gradually opens into
moorland and rugged mountain scenery. The trail remains steep, but the views become wider as
you move closer to Kilimanjaro’s upper slopes. This section of Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6
Days is shorter in distance than the first day, yet it still requires patience because of the altitude
gain. You arrive at Barranco Camp, set below the famous Barranco Wall, where the landscape feels
dramatic and open. The day covers about 4.75 kilometers and normally takes 4 to 6 hours, climbing
from about 2,944 meters to 3,986 meters.

ACCOMMODATION

Barranco Camp
ACCOMMODATION IMAGE

—

Day 3
Day 3: Barranco Camp to Karanga Valley

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner | Accommodation: Karanga Camp

Begin the day with the Barranco Wall, one of the most memorable sections of the Southern Circuit.
Although it looks intimidating from camp, your guide will lead you step by step through the safest
path. After reaching the top, the trail crosses ridges and valleys with excellent views across the
southern side of Mount Kilimanjaro. This day helps improve acclimatization before moving higher
toward Barafu. Karanga Valley also gives the crew time to organize water, meals, and summit
preparation support. Dinner and overnight are at Karanga Camp, an important stop on the Climb
Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days itinerary.



ACCOMMODATION

Karanga Camp
ACCOMMODATION IMAGE

—

Day 4
Day 4: Karanga Camp to Barafu Camp

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner | Accommodation: Barafu Camp

Leave Karanga after breakfast and trek gradually into the alpine desert toward Barafu Camp.
Vegetation becomes sparse, the air feels thinner, and the summit begins to dominate the skyline.
Barafu Camp sits at about 4,662 meters and works as the main base for the final ascent to Uhuru
Peak. After arrival, your guides will review summit-night plans, check essential gear, and advise you
to rest as much as possible. An early dinner is served before sleeping for a few hours. This is a key
preparation day for Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days because the summit attempt begins
around midnight.

ACCOMMODATION

Barafu Camp
ACCOMMODATION IMAGE

—

Day 5
Day 5: Barafu Camp to Uhuru Peak and Mweka Camp

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner | Accommodation: Mweka Camp

Summit night starts between midnight and 2:00 a.m. as you leave Barafu Camp and climb slowly
through scree toward Stella Point on the crater rim. This is the hardest stage of Climb Kilimanjaro
Umbwe Route 6 Days because of cold, altitude, darkness, and long walking hours. After a short rest
at Stella Point, continue toward Uhuru Peak at 5,895 meters, the highest point in Africa. After
summit photos and celebration, descend to Barafu for a short rest and lunch, then continue down to
Mweka Camp. The full day can take 10 to 13 hours, so mental focus and guide support are
essential.

ACCOMMODATION

Mweka Camp
ACCOMMODATION IMAGE

—

Day 6
Day 6: Mweka Camp to Mweka Gate and Return to Moshi

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch | Accommodation: Moshi Hotel

After breakfast, descend through the rainforest on the Mweka Route toward Mweka Gate. The trail
may be wet and slippery, so trekking poles and careful foot placement are useful. At the gate,
successful climbers complete park procedures and receive summit certificates before saying
goodbye to the mountain team. Serengeti Wild Tours will then transfer you back to Moshi for a hot
shower, rest, and celebration. This final stage marks the end of your Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe
Route 6 Days journey and usually takes 3 to 4 hours over about 9.1 kilometers.

ACCOMMODATION

Moshi Hotel
ACCOMMODATION IMAGE

—



Frequently Asked Questions

Is Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days suitable for beginners?

Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days is not the best first choice for complete beginners because the route
is steep, direct, and physically demanding. It is better for fit hikers, active travelers, or climbers who have
done previous trekking and are comfortable with long uphill days.

How difficult is the Umbwe Route compared to other Kilimanjaro routes?

The Umbwe Route is generally considered one of the most challenging Kilimanjaro routes because it gains
altitude quickly and has steep forest and ridge sections. It is less crowded and very scenic, but it requires
good fitness, strong mental preparation, and careful pacing.

Where does the Umbwe Route start and end?

The route starts at Umbwe Gate on the southern side of Mount Kilimanjaro. After joining the Southern Circuit
and reaching the summit from Barafu Camp, the descent follows the Mweka Route and ends at Mweka Gate.

What is included in the Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days package?

The package includes airport transfers, park transfers, professional mountain guides, assistant guides,
porters, cook, park fees, camping fees, tents, mountain meals, drinking water, rescue fees, oxygen support,
first aid kit, pulse oximeter checks, and accommodation before and after the climb.

What should I bring for this Kilimanjaro Umbwe climb?

You should bring warm layers, waterproof clothing, hiking boots, gloves, a headlamp, trekking poles, personal
medication, toiletries, snacks, and a suitable sleeping bag. Personal trekking gear is not included, but some
equipment may be available for rent.

Why choose Serengeti Wild Tours for Climb Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route 6 Days?

Serengeti Wild Tours provides local mountain experience, professional guiding, organized logistics, safety
support, and a crew that understands the demands of the Umbwe Route. The goal is to help you climb safely,
pace correctly, and enjoy a serious Kilimanjaro adventure.
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